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Purpose of study: 

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 
understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ 
curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive 
questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and 
judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different 
groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 

Aims: 

• To promote an interest in the past 
• To develop an understanding of events over time and in a chronological structure 
• To learn about the roles that individuals and events have played in shaping modern 

society 
• To develop an ability to investigate and interpret different versions of past events 
• To learn to study historical evidence and to ask and answer questions about the past 
• To develop the ability to communicate historical knowledge and understanding using 

a variety of techniques 
• To encourage children to understand other people, their beliefs, thoughts, values 

and experiences 
• To develop an awareness of the world around them 
• To develop an understanding of society and their place within it, so that they 

acquire a sense of their cultural heritage 
• To develop a knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider 

world 
 

Planning: 

Long-term planning: Our History scheme of work is 
based upon the requirements set out by the Early 
Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum 
for Key Stages 1 and 2, and follows a two year rolling 
programme.  It gives coherent and manageable 
teaching units for each year group and allows for curriculum continuity and progression 
in children’s learning.  

Medium-term plans: are produced by individual class teachers with the support of the 
history co-ordinator. These plans define the learning objectives and outcomes for each 
unit and suggest activities that will enable these to be achieved. The sequence of 
activities outlined promotes progression and ensure an appropriate balance and 
distribution of work across each term.  

 



Links to other subjects: 

English- History contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy in our school by 
actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the 
texts that are used in Literacy lessons are historical in nature. Children develop 
speaking and listening through discussing historical questions or presenting their 
findings to the rest of the class.  
Maths- History teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of 
ways. Children learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through 
doing activities such as time-lines. Children learn to interpret information presented in 
graphical or diagrammatic form. 
Computing -We use computing in history teaching where appropriate.  Children use 
computing in history to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written 
work, and they research information using the Internet.  Each teacher ensures it is 
used as a teaching tool where appropriate, and provides opportunities for children to 
also use it.  
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)-History contributes significantly to 
the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education.  Children develop 
self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social 
questions such as how society should respond to poverty.  They learn how to recognise 
and challenge stereotypes.  They learn how society is made up of people from different 
cultures and start to develop tolerance and respect for others. 
 

Assessment for Learning: -  

Assessment data is collected three times a year to monitor attainment and 
progress in the two schools. A tracking spreadsheet, linked to the Learning 
Challenges Scheme of Work, is available for teachers to build an on-going 
record.  
Teachers assess before, during and after teaching to inform planning. Lessons 
can then be adapted for individual or groups of children’s needs.  

Subject Leadership: 

The coordination and planning of the History curriculum is the responsibility of the 
subject leader, who also:  

• supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current 
developments in History, and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this 
subject;  

• give feedback to staff from courses related to History;  
• order resources and stock linked to planned units of work;  
• distribute details of History workshops and resources to the relevant teachers  



• gives the head teacher & governors an annual summary report in which she evaluates 
the strengths and weaknesses in History, and indicates areas for further 
improvement;  

• uses specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the 
children’s work, and to observe History lessons across the school.  

Resources: There are sufficient resources for all History teaching units in the school. 
We keep these resources in a central store, where there is a box of equipment for 
each unit of work. The library contains a good supply of topic books and software to 
support children’s individual research. 
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