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Purpose of study:
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an
opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster
pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching
should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and
to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It
should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical
purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original
language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further
languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.
Aims:
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:
•
•

•
•

understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of
authentic sources
speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and
intonation
can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt
discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language
studied

Planning:
All teachers will base their planning on the National Curriculum programme of
study and tailor their planning to adapt to the needs of their children.
Long-term planning:
Our languages scheme of work is based upon the requirements for languages set
out by the Early Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum for Key
Stages 1 and 2, and follows a two year rolling programme. It gives coherent and
manageable teaching units for each year group and allows curriculum continuity
and progression in children’s learning.

Medium-term planning:
Medium term plans are produced by class teachers and define the learning
objectives and outcomes for each unit and suggest activities that will enable
these to be achieved. The sequence of activities outlined promotes progression
and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term.
Links to other subjects:
Languages lessons may offer many cross curricular links and these can be
identified within each class teacher’s medium term planning.
Assessment for Learning:
Assessment data is collected three times a year to monitor attainment and
progress in the two schools. A tracking spreadsheet, linked to the Learning
Challenges Scheme of Work, is available for teachers to build an on-going
record.
Teachers assess before, during and after teaching to inform planning. Lessons
can then be adapted for individual or groups of children’s needs.
Subject Leadership:
The coordination and planning of the languages curriculum are the responsibility
of the subject leader, who also:
•

•

supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about
current developments in languages and by providing a strategic lead
and direction for this subject;
gives the head teacher & governors an annual summary report in
which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in languages and
indicates areas for further improvement;

Resources:
There are sufficient resources for all languages teaching units in the school. We
keep these resources in a central store, where there is a box of equipment for
each unit of work. The library contains a good supply of topic books and
software to support children’s individual research.

